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Part #1 Introduction:
Chose one big idea or principle from the chart below:

	The power of any government should be limited
	All people have the right and ability to govern themselves

	Government power should never be too concentrated
	People’s rights should be protected by their government


Topic Sentence:  Introduce your big idea or principle in an sentence:
A key principle of the American Government is that...


Explain how the principle relates to a root of the Constitution we have studied.
	· Magna Carta

· English Bill of Rights

· John Locke


	· Baron de Montesquieu 

· Mayflower Compact

· John Jacques Rousseau

· Declaration of Independence




This principle comes from …










Part #2:   Body   Choose a founding document and one bullet that relates to your big idea.
	Declaration of Independence
	· Power of the People

· Consent of the Governed

· Natural Rights

	Articles of Confederation    
	· States’ Rights

· Equal power

	Constitution  
	· Checks and Balances

· Three Branches

· Different Duties and Powers

	Bill of Rights
	· Rights of individuals

· Protections for citizens from the Government


The 




              is an example of this principle.


     Founding Document
How does the structure or rules of the founding document reflect the principle?  
The idea of 





found in this document relates 
                                                                     idea bullet from the chart on the other side

to 


















big idea  or principle
To support your interpretation of the founding document, embed a quote from the document in a sentence that relates it back to the principle.
This can be found in the …



















Founding Document
where it states, “












Part #3: Conclusion
Explain the meaning of the big idea in your own words.   







